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Puerto Rican Woman 
POW Brutally Attacked! 


...4 let out a desperate scream, pleading with him (Lt. Lewis) not to do this tome. He wouldn't 
listen and the other guards just stood there and said nothing. In my fear and desperation, I 
managed to free one of my hands. Another guard grabbed me and thrust my arm behind my back. 
I was handcuffed again and brutally pushed to the floor by Lt. Lewis. I realized I was helpless 
and that he was intent upon doing what he pleased. He was putting pressure on my neck with 
his legs. I was on my knees. I felt a blow to my rib cage as Lt. Lewis forcefully pushed my 
face to the floor, causing tremendous pain. I felt my legs being spread apart forcefully, my 
panties lowered and then the spread search was consummated. 


Puerto Rican POW Alejandrina Torres, Chicago MCC, July 10, 1984 


Emergency demonstration in protest of the abuses against 
ee : 'Alejandrina Torres, Puerto Rican POW, July 12 1984 

It was an act of brutality reminiscent of 
Latin American dictatorships. The Puerto 
Rican Prisoners of War and political prisoners 
have always been subjected to special abuse at 
the hands of the US government. Alejandrina 
and the other women prisoners are particularly 
subjected to degradation — precisely because 
they are women who are willing to fight for the 
freedom oftheir nation. 

Intense community pressure has forced the 
authorities to back down from this form of 
harrassment against Alejandrina, and she is 
in general population again after a stay in the 
hospital. The attackers — prison authorities 
have promised — will not have any contact 
with her. 

But right now, two other POWs, Lucy 
Rodriguez and Haydee Torres, are being held in 
equally barbarous conditions in Davis Hall, 
Alderson Federal‘ Women’s Prison, Alderson, 
West Virginia. Held in complete isolation, they. 
are locked in tiny, soundproof, windowless cells 
“for the rest of their lives.” They are not 
allowed to communicate with each other or 


anyone else. They are handcuffed wherever 
they go and are checked by guards every 15 
minutes. Although Haydee has a long history 
of illness, the prison refuses to give her the treat- 
ment she needs or allow an outside doctor to 
treat her. 

What we are seeing is the slow but steady 
implementation of physical and psychological 
torture against political prisoners and prisoners 
of war in the US. This campaign extends to all 
the POWs, who are denied mail and communi- 
cation with their communities and families, 
denied the political news they need to continue 
their struggle, and constantly subjected to 


threats Of physical violence becatise they remain ty 


steadfast in their convictions, The goal of this 
treatment is to break their resistance and deny 
their leadership of the Puerto Rican nation in 
the struggle for independence. 


We urge all people who stand for freedom 
and oppose US control of Puerto Rico and the 
Third World to protest these inhuman condi- 
tions of incarceration. Right now, 25 Puerto 
Ricans, Mexicanos and North Americans are in 
prisons throughout this country for actions in 
support of Puerto Rican independence. The 
attacks by Grand Juries (which have now 
jailed 10 people for refusing to collaborate), 
the FBI guidelines in clear violation of all 
civil and human rights, the attempts to paint 
Puerto Rican patriots as ‘“‘terrorists’’ — all have 


failed to deter the growth of a movement to 


win national liberation for Puerto Rico. But in 
the US prisons, the 24-hour isolation and 
threats continue against the most committed 


opponents of US colonialism, the POWs and — 


political prisoners. 
The North American Sanctuary movement 


-and solidarity organizations with people of 


Central America have also been under attack in 
the recent period, and many activists‘have been 
approached by the FBI in an attempt to dis- 
credit and weaken these formations. The 
attacks on the Puerto Rican independence 
movement show that the US government is 
determined to stop all forms of opposition that 
threaten its domination of other nations. We 
must fight these attacks now: our united oppo- 


US War Machine 
Makes Puerto Rico 
Center for Caribbean! 


The US government has made its colony of 
Puerto Rico into the center for its military 
control of the Caribbean. Inside are new facts 
on-the-US.installations and. 

the US for intervention in Central America. 


sition to US repression is our powerful weapon 
to fight the growth of fascist measures in this 
country and to aid the victories of the peoples 
of the world who are fighting for an end to this 
US system of murder and-eXploitation. 


‘Day of National Protest— October 27. 1984 


All Out to Alderson Prison 


The US military is moving to make Puerto 
Rico into the center of their military operations 
for the entire Central American and Caribbean 
region. The huge Ocean Venture ’84 naval 
maneuvers took place in May off Puerto Rico. 
The growing resistance of the Puerto Rican peo- 
ple to US military domination of their island 
was demonstrated on May 1 in San Juan, where 
50,000 Puerto Ricans marched under the slogans 
“No to Super-militarization of Puerto Rico! ” 
and “Against US imperialism, an Independent 
People! ” 

Puerto Rico is the US’ own captive Latin 

- American colony in the center of the Caribbean. 
The US wanted Puerto Rico asa strategic military 
outpost since 1820, and finally seized it at the 
beginning of US imperialist outreach in 1898. 
The island overlooks the two main sea lanes into 
the Caribbean and Central America, through 
which pass about one half of all European and 
US shipping. - : 
~ The fact that the- US Congress is the actual 
owner of Puerto Rico means that the US has 
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The map- shows that US military instal- 
lations are strategically placed according to a 
conception of US war for the entire region. 
Secretaries of Defense from the. Carter and 
Reagan administrations have insisted that the 
‘entire area of Central America and the Carib- 
bean must be protected for US interests; Wein- 
berger cites a domino theory that has guerrillas 
battling at the US-Mexico border (a legitimate 
fear since the US imposed the border by force 
and seized one half of Mexico in 1846). 


US MANEUVERS SET UP 
PERMANENT MILITARY BASES 


_ The series of US and NATO “war maneuvers” 
shows the regional strategy in operation: after 
each “Ocean Venture” and each “‘Big Pine,” the 
US forces have left behind a permanent military 
installation: Ocean Venture ’81 — the seizure of 
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been able to make Puerto Rico into a secure base, 
a central pivot for the rapidly escalating war 
against freedom movements in Latin America. 
The New. Movement has been researching 
the US strategy, and we think it is crucial for 
progressive people to understand the following 
facts about the role of Puerto Rico in the war: 
(a) the Navy is central to US control of the 
Central American and Caribbean region; 
(b) Navy and Army “war games” are not just 
practice, they are. building the infra-structure 
for immediate implementation of war plans; 
(c) Puerto Rico is the coordination center for 


Navy air, sea and submarine warfare; (d) Puerto. 


Rican soldiers are now playing a direct 


military role in the region; (e) Puerto Rico is a - 


laboratory for counter-insurgency techniques 
that are applied throughout the region. The 
anti-intervention and solidarity movements must 
support the development of the independence 
movement to free this American colony and to 


end its use as a military spearhead into Latin 
America. 
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Granada two years later; Falcon’s Eye ’81 — the 
beginning in Honduras; an unnamed exercise in 
1982 — new base at Morocon, Honduras, 25 mi. 
from the Nicaraguan border; Big Pine ’83.— seve- 


ral bases in Honduras; Granadero ’84 — more 


bases in Honduras; Ocean Venture ’84, reopening 


of SAC Air Force Base at Ramey Field, Puerto 
Rico. This emplacement of Navy and Army 
bases, bristling with armaments, is an escalation 
of the US capacity to wage war immediately. 
The Central Americans have warned. that a US 
invasion may be imminent; the US has most-of 
the necessary bases, troops, ships, etc. already in 
place. This readiness is what underlies. the 
thinking of Army intelligence Col. Ralph Gauer: 
the future war may not wait for the draft and 


mobilization of large numbers of troops, ‘We 


ain’t gonna have much time. It’s going to be a 
‘come-as-you-are’ war.” The US — right now — 
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-US War Machine Makes a 
_ Puerto Rico Center for Caribbean! 


- US NAVY CENTRAL TO US MILITARY 
STRATEGY 


The Caribbean is now filled with aircraft car- 
riers and cruisers, while nuclear-armed submar- 
ines cruise the coast off Nicaragua & El Salvador. 
Since the US would face too much domestic 
opposition if they used their own regular troops, 
they are fighting an “irregular war” against the 
FSLN and the FMLN. The US military isrelying 
more on the Navy’s planes & transport to back 
up their puppet contras in Nicaragua and US 
ships to mine and blockade Nicaragua’s harbors. 
In El Salvador, US planes “ soften up” FMLN 
resistance with aerial bombardment before the 
Salvadoran government army ground. forces 
moves in. : This war depends on massive: US 
presence in the “American Lake,” and the US 
Navy is a most valuable tool to maintain US 
domination of the region. 


f 


a * THE RING OF TERROR 
MANEUVERS add. š 
UPGRADED - Puerto Rico is the center for all the 
AIRSTRIPS - 


US Navy activity in the Caribbean — the - 
in place all the essential elements for a 


massive invasion into Central America. 
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has nearly every essential element in place for an — 


invasion of Central America. 


PUERTO RICOIS 
NAVY HEADQUARTERS 


Puerto Rico is a coordination center for 
present-day activities and future invasion plans 
of the US military. Under the Joint Atlantic 
Command in Norfolk, Virginia, Puerto Rico is 
the headquarters of Naval Forces, Caribbean/ 
(COMNAVFORCARIB), with command over 


. Roosevelt Roads Base and all naval activities in 


the Caribbean, and headquarters of Fleet Air 
Forces, 
command of US Atlantic Fleet aircraft, anti- 
submarine and aircraft carrier operations in- 


Caribbean (COMFAIRCARIB), the — 


Also in Puerto Rico is the — 
Atlantic Fleet Weapons Training Facility, at 


- or deployment 


‘Roosevelt Roads_and Vieques, where practice 


bombings, amphibious landings and invasions 
are carried out, as well as the-proving trials 
for - nuclear submarines. . It is the 
coordination center for all the US Forces, 


Caribbean, under the US command at Key 


West, Florida. This means that all US war 


- vessels now clustered around Nicaragua, El 


Salvador and Honduras are directed through 
Puerto Rico. 


The military installations in Puerto Rico are 


part of US regional strategy, and they are also 


connected to the 2020 Plan for Puerto Rico, the 


total development plan that includes strip-mining 


of 40,000 acres for essential minerals and the 
construction of 11 industrial “parks,” each set 
around a military base. The 2020 Plan means 
the complete conversion of Puerto Rico to serve 
the US war machine and corporate interests. 

The following map is a detailed view of 
the military installations in Puerto Rico. Of 
particular interest is the fact, that four sites 
in Puerto Rico are nuclear weapons storage 
areas. In fact, Defense 
Department documents indicate that Puerto 
Rico (specifically COMNAVFORCARIB and 
COMFAIRCARIB) are prepared to assume 
control and command of nuclear weapons in 
case the mainland control breaks down. Puerto 
Rico is designated as an alternative HQ for 
missile strategic submarines in. the Atlantic, 
which may be the reason why Puerto Rico is 
considered a second-level priority (after Wash- 
ington, DC and the strategic military centers in 
the US) for nuclear attack. Puerto Rico’s pri- 
ority is shown by the fact that it is one of the 


central transmitters/receivers for the “Mystic 


Star” communications network — the radio net- 
work to be used by the US President in case of 
nuclear attack. The map shows that Puerto 


Rico is a communications center for the US- 
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US Marines practice invasion techniques in Vieques, Puerto Rico 
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MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 
IN PUERTO RICO 
Puerto Rico holds the largest Naval 


Base in the world, as well as key Air Air base anà military camp Emergency tanding field 


CARIBBEAN SEA 


` Force sites and the “Mystic Star” com- - 
“munications network so that the US 
President can control nuclear deployment 
in case of war, ~ 
PUERTO RICO IN US 
COUNTER-INSURGENCY STRATEGY 


Twelve thousand Puerto Rican National 
Guardsmen train the right-wing armies of US 
client states. They are thought to be “our own” 
Latin America experts. Indications are that the 
US is increasing the number of Hispanics in the 
Special Forces, the counter-insurgency fighters, 
so they can spy and infiltrate Latin America. 
Puerto Ricans are essential to the new trend in 
military strategy, “‘irrégular/guerrilla counter-in- 
surgency war.” According to William Lind, a 
defense advisor to Gary Hart, the goal is 
“destruction of the enemy’s cohesion, not piece- 
by-piece destruction. The objective is as much 
the enemy’s mind as his body.” If the US can 
train enough loyal Puerto Ricans, they will be 


the core of this force; the PR National 


Guard has already been federalized several . 


sizing guerrilla and maneuver warfare, these tech- 
f niques are being practiced in Puerto Rico. Tech- 
niques in spying, jungle warfare, etc. are being 
taught by Puerto Ricans to the Honduran and 
other right-wing armies right now, in Puerto 
Rico’s national forests and at the new US in- 


_ stallations in Honduras. 


Puerto Rico also serves as an experimental 


station for special war techniques. Agent Orange. 


and atomic radiation experiments were carried 
out in the rain forests of Puerto Rico during the 
Viet Nam era. Huge ocean-front areas are now 
restricted on the Puerto Rican coast for similar 
experiments. _ $ 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 


T PUNTA SAUNAS 
Camp and air base 
= SAN JUA 
i : o 
camp ‘i eI E 


Ẹ 
woodland reserve 


Military ampo @ 


HUMACAO 
o 


uosevelt Raads 
uii naval 


o€ Military camp 


Training area 
GUAYAMA 
SAUNAS Ô 


and radar Aton 


Camp and military base 


But most important is that counter-insur- 
gency techniques are used to stop the national 
liberation movement in. Puerto Rico. The secret 
counter-insurgency conference held in Puerto 
Rico in 1978 was reported in the last New Move- 

¿ment Newsletter. ‘“‘Anti-terrorist”’ tactics are 
actively applied in Puerto Rico, where experts 
have decided to smash the independence move- 
ment through violence. They have concluded 
that reforms may be ineffectual and too costly. 
While the Puerto Rican National Guard is 
playing a more direct military role against 
Central American movements, the Puerto Rican 
police have been militarized to play a larger role 
in this campaign against the independentists. 

- Several Puerto Rican patriots have been assassin- 
ated in recent years. Grand juries jail Puerto 
Ricans for refusing to testify against their 
movement. Prisoners of war and political 
prisoners are locked in their cells 24 hours a day 


the fighters for- Puerto Rican independence. 
The same violations of human rights that we 
decry in the operations of US clients in 
El Salvador or Guatemala are being applied 
against the i 
Puerto Rico. | 
The facts are clear: Puerto Rico is the US 
spearpoint into the- Caribbean and Central 
America. Like other Latin American nations, 
the Puerto Ricans are in the process of a fight 
against ‘colonialism. Our resistance to war, our 

_ struggle against US intervention against the peo- 
ples of Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, must 
take up the demand for the independence of 
Puerto Rico as well. Puerto Rico’s ability to 
resist the US war machine will weaken its 
power to carry out the murderous invasion that 
seems imminent in Central America, and Puerto 
Rico’s independence will end the 84 years of 
colonialism inflicted on this Latin American 
nation. 


incipient armed movement in 


ee machine. 4 times especially during the- invasion of Grenada. -  —-all part of the strategy to isolate and break = 
___ Now that the Marines and Navy are empha- 


: 


' Navy to the Sea! 


News Briefs- 


‘New Movement 
Demonstrates at 
Glenview Naval 
Station! 


On August 11, over 100 people marched 
` outside the gates of the Glenview Naval Air Sta- 


tion. near Chicago, chanting “Drive the 
Puerto Rico will be Free! ” 
The demonstration, organized by the New 


Movement, protested the militarization of 


- Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, and exposed the 
_ xole.of.the. Glenview base in war maneuvers in 


_ the Caribbean/Central American region. Repre- 


_ sentatives from the Puerto Rican independence 


movement and Chicago peace and anti-inter- 
vention groups brought messages of support, 
and several groups of high school students from 
the neighboring suburbs spoke in protest. 

The Glenview NAS is the home of several 
Marine and Navy units which direct and partici- 
pate in amphibious assaults as well as the location 
of the equipment necessary to launch an invasion: 
Huey helicopters, cargo and surveillance planes. 

On the day of the demonstration, Navy and 
Marine reserves were carrying out “Phalanx 
Sound”, the largest reserve maneuvers ever held 
in the US, staged at Camp Lejeune, N.C. It is 
very revealing that the US military finds it 
necessary to make even its reserve units “combat 
ready” at this time. (See article on militarization 
for more on the prospects for immediate wat.) 

Glenview NAS was well aware of the threat 
posed by the independence movement and the 
demonstration on August 11. Out of sight, armed 
Marines guarded the ‘aircraft and installations, 
while undercover military intelligence officers 
photographed the demonstrators. 

The military depend on a supportive, or at 
least passive, population in order to carry out 
plans in Puerto Rico and Central America. They 


„Stating that her case was meant for the inter- 
‘national arena. Fadem is charged with crimina 


must be reminded over and over again that 
what they do is no longer a secret, and that 
we will resist the war machine! 


Correction 


In our last issue, the New Movement reported 


that Silvia Baraldini was jailed for 3 years for 
_ criminal contempt upon refusing to testify be- 
fore a Grand Jury investigating the Puerto Rican 


independence movement. In fact, Judge Charles 
Sifton made certain that the 3 years ( to which 
both Silvia and Shelley Miller were sentenced) 
were added to the 40-year sentence Silvia re- 
ceived from her conviction in the RICO conspi- 
racy trial aimed at the Black liberation struggle. 
Silvia was convicted in that case for kier life-long 
aa of the Black Movement. 


North American 
Takes Grand Jury 
Case to UN! 


On July 5, North American anti-imperialist 
Pam Fadem refused to appear for her New York 
court date. She is the 10th person to be sub- 
jected to a Federal Grand Jury investigating the 
Puerto Rican independence movement. Pam 
went to the United Nations instead. Earlier, 
she had sent a letter via her lawyer to the judge, 


contempt for not testifying before the Grand 
Jury. While Pam was on her way to the UN — 
accompanied by her supporters — _the judge 
issued a bench warrant for her arrest. 

Pam was granted an interview with a Liason 
Officer of the UN Human Rights Commission. 
During their talk, she gave him documentation 
of the issues of international law, including 
the resolutions on the right of colonial people 
to resist domination and the actual illegality of 
Grand Juries. The Officer agreed to take the 
papers to a Commission meeting in Geneva. 

Pam was immediately arrested by US officers 
as she left the UN. Brought into court, she was 
not allowed either to give a statement or to 
make any kind of defense. To dramatize this 


injustice, her supporters put on white gags. 


After 1% hours of jury deliberation, the court 
convicted Pam of.criminal contempt. 
On September 21, Judge Nickerson post- 


poned Pam’s sentencing in order to consider her ` 


legal argument that her health condition (which 
has responded only to acupuncture) would be 
seriously undermined by imprisonment: In prison 
such treatment would be unobtainable. A new 


_ hearing is set for November 30. 


UN Hears — 
Mistreatment 
of POWs! 


The United Nations Decolonization Com- 
mittee has again adopted a resolution demanding - 
that the US grant Puerto Rico its right to self- _ 
determination. The Committee heard 2 days of 
testimony. from all sectors of Puerto Rican so- 
ciety and solidarity organizations. For the first 
time, a Puerto Rican political prisoner, Jose Luis _ 
Rodriguez, addressed the Committee. Jose Luis 
is now awaiting trial in Chicago on charges of 
seditious conspiracy, accused of membership in 
the FALN; his testimony brought the political 
charges against Puerto Rican freedom fighters 


. before world opinion in a precedent-setting way. 


Juan Antonio Corretjer of the Puerto Rican 
Socialist League spoke about the militarization 
of Puerto Rico and read a message from the 
clandestine political-military group Macheteros. 
This was the first time the clandestine movement 
has been able to speak to the world in this way. 

Shelley Miller, North American grand jury 
resister, spoke for the New Movement, laying 
out the campaign of repression being imple- 
mented by the US government against the 
independence movement and supporters. Jose 
Lopez of the MLN outlined the strategy of the 
state in their counter-insurgency. The reso- 
lution in support of Puerto Rican independence 


was supported by 11 nations, opposed by two, 
with 9 abstentions. 


New Grand 


—-Juries onthe ii m 


Attack! 


Since June, a state Grand Jury in Battle. 
Creek, Michigan has. subpoenaed over 300 


Black people and supporters in an effort to — 


discredit and criminalize the Coalition to End 
Police Brutality and Racism. Recently six 
members of the Coalition have been indicted 
on weapons and conspiracy charges. The Black 
-New Afrikan movement mobilized a national 
demonstration in Battle Creek on Sept. 16. 

~ In Boston, a Federal Grand Jury has subpoe- 


` naed two persons whom they allege to have in- 


formation regarding fugitives from the Sam 
Melville/Jonathan Jackson Brigade, a revolu- 
tionary “underground group. The Grand Jury — 
is part of an FBI campaign called “Western 
Sweep,” in which local and state police have 
“shoot to kill” orders for these fugitives. 

Another Federal Grand Jury, in Washington © 


DC, has called 4 people who were active in the 


John Brown Anti-Klan Committee, alleging their 
connection to the June, 1983 bombing of the US 
Capitol in protest of the invasion of Grenada. 
These 4 and the Massachusetts subpoenees have 
all refused to collaborate with this repression. 


The New Movement in Solidarity with Puerto Rican Independence and Socialism is a national organization that works 
to develop understanding and support for the struggle of the Puerto Rican people — invaded and seized by the US military 
in 1898 — to liberate their nation and to establish an independent socialist society. As North Americans, we in the New 


Movement have learned the impact of US imperialism on the colony of Puerto Rico and developed a commitment to fight 


against it through the leadership of the Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional Puertorriqueño, a US-based organization of- 
Puerto Rican patriots. The New Movement chapters are involved in many activities against US colonialism and US military 
intervention, and they have written material and slide and film programs on the situation of Puerto Rico and the indepen- 
_ dence movement. Please write to the chapter nearest you to set up a discussion or to obtain more information: 
ig Box 295, 2520 N. Lincoln, Chicago, Illinois 60614 Tel. (312)278-6706 
3543 18th Street No. 17, San Francisco, California 94110 Tel. (415) S 
PO Rox 2512. Cadman Plaza. Brookivn. New York 11202 


